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How We Create
Our Report

The State of the Bayreportis
based on the best avaiable
information about the.
Chesapeake fo indicators
representing three major
categories: pollution, habitat,
and fisheries. Monitoring data
serve as the primary foundation
for the report, supplemented by
intheield observations.

We measure the current
state of the Bay against the.
healthiest Chesapeake we can
describe—the Bay Captain
John Smith depicted in his
exploration narratives from the
early 16005, a theoretical 100.

We assign each indicator a
score and then average the
scores in the three categories
1o determine the overall state
of the Chesapeake Bay. Our
number scores correlate with
ltter grades as show below.
Note that the grading scale has.
been improved to include both
“plus” and “minus” grades.
70 or better.
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STATE OF THE BAY IN 2012
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State of the Bay in 2010





